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To the Newton community,

| write to provide you with an update on the pragreve are making on the constructing of the newthiew
North. The project remains under budget and oedue for a September, 2010 opening. This update i
particularly timely in view of the inaccuracies #en in news articles appearing in this wedkésvton TAB.
This note is intended to provide you with accuratermation and to assure you that we are makiagdst
progress toward the successful completion of thigortant project.

The headline “Code violations could delay Northbaseless.Weremain on track for the opening of the
school on September, 2010, and the project scheduleisnot in jeopardy. TheTAB is speculating that the
Plumbing Board’s decision on our variance requestddelay the project, which is untrue. Heretheefacts.

Should that variance be denied, we will performrieeded work to satisfy the Plumbing Board while
continuing our construction project according tbhextule. Also untrue is that we’ve violated a Mabsaetts
plumbing code. The rainwater system we’ve insthis not specifically identified in current stglembing
codes. It is a state-of-the-art, environmentabyrsl system that captures rainwater and reusesidta the
building. We applied for a variance from the PlungbBoard to use plastic pvc pipe — the most common
material used for pipes that are carrying rainwateather than more costly cast iron; and thesespifave been
in place and effective for more than a year. Wecarrrently awaiting their ruling on this issue.

| also want to make it clear that safety and gualftwork are my highest priorities when it comeghis
project. The masonry work is being performed bj@ostino Associates, Inc., a highly regarded Newton
business that has been operating for nearly 5GydaAgostino was by far the low bidder on thigject, and
because it is a non-union company appears to égattof unions. In essence, a union represeatativ
trespassed on to the construction site, took phaftas unfinished wall, and then criticized the qgamny for
allegedly shoddy work. | will say unequivocallyatithe work of all the contractors on this jobigorously
examined and tested for safety and quality by thady entities. | have no doubt that the consibmcwork at
the new Newton North will meet the high standamtsy this community, and any substandard work mati
be tolerated or accepted.

A second inaccuracy also appeared on the front patpelay’sTAB, with the headline, “City ignoring requests
for public info.” The city is not ignoring thesequests. In fact, we have turned over hundredsciiments at
their request, however, there are some additiomé¢nals being requested that we believe are niatcin

“public info.” Specifically, the plumbers unioniisquesting that the city produce all emails anitkevr
correspondence between our contractors and theic@otractors. These are private companies hiyatido

city to construct the new Newton North, and theimrespondences is neither in the custody of thenat are
they public records. Forcing these companieske tiae time and expense of producing these volunsino
private records would distract them from their be-job duties and is simply not in the best inteogshe city

or this project.
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Again, to be clear, this project remains on schedol opening on September, 2010; and we are inay
withholding public information. |remain pleasediwthe quality and pace of work on the Newton Kort
project, and we can all be assured that this wilalcommunity facility of which we can all be proud

Very Truly Yours,

—\mm.C@

David B. Cohen



