
Parole system for inmates with indeterminate sentences

ELIGIBILITY

Some prisoners sentenced before 1978 were given indeterminate sentences, meaning a range of time 
in prison. Only 260 such prisoners remain in Illinois prisions, according to the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. The Prisoner Review Board decides when these prisoners are released.

Most “C-number inmates,” those who 
received indeterminate sentences, are 
eligible for a parole hearing once a year.

INTERVIEWS

With prisoner:
An individual member of the PRB travels to the 
state prison where the inmate is incarcerated and 
interviews the inmate on site. The board member 
walks the inmate through his or her life history, 
ultimately focusing the discussion on the elements 
of the crime. The board member assesses whether 
the inmate appreciates the severity of the crime 
and whether the inmate is truly remorseful. The 
board member also examines an inmate’s 
institutional adjustment and parole plans.

With family: 
If a victim’s family wishes 
to have its voice heard by 
the PRB, that same board 
member meets separately 
with them. In such 
meetings, the victim’s 
family may personally 
describe its loss, and voice 
an opinion on whether the 
inmate should be released.

VOTE
At the PRB’s next meeting 
in Springfield following 
the inmate interview, the 
individual board member 
presents the case to the 
full board, recommending 
approval or denial of 
parole, and the board 
votes. An inmate needs a 
simple majority for parole.

Denied: 
If the board votes to deny parole and members 
believe they are not likely to approve parole next 
year, they may vote to postpone the inmate’s 
next parole eligibility for three years.

Approved: 
If the board votes to approve parole, the 
prisoner is released.

Sources: Illinois Department of Corrections; Illinois Prisoner Review Board; mikemayborne.com
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